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It is with considerable sadness that I address this tribute 
to the tai chi community. Linda!s name will be known to 
a good many of you, not only because she was one of 
the earlier players in the UK (1974) but also because 
she was a very popular person. I think that I can say 
that I was a close friend to Linda, we visited often & 
we travelled together a fair bit. I have the pleasure of 
knowing her children but soon gave up trying to keep 
track of the many other people in the mix. During our 
time spent together there was a constant reminder of her 
wide ranging interests & associations, the phone ringing, 
always mail, many many emails. She was usually up at 
7.00 am to meditate a while & practise & she was often 
up until 3.00 or 4.00 am emailing & writing. 

Linda was really "out there!. Linda!s life was one full 
of art & appreciation, the walls of the house covered 
in pictures. The kitchen, practical & well used for 

room packed with the equipment of word craft. About the 
house ample evidence of writing, poetry, music, social 
politics, Tai Chi, her family & society.

Latterly Linda!s main occupation was poetry. Linda wrote 
a lot of words - many rather elegantly strung together. I 
wonder how she would describe her own being in the 
world? This might well be one of those moments when 
I!d call her for help. It!s quite a challenge to be suitably 
brief about someone who had done such a lot!

Except for her own practise, Linda began to wind down 
her "external! tai chi activities over the last 10 years. She 
stopped classes in Manchester & most of her international 
teaching. About 4 years ago she resigned from the 
Special Needs forum that she created. Of late she was 
notably absent from the pushing hands collective called 
"The Movable Feast! that she conceived.  Though as 
recently as summer 2009 she could still be discovered 
teaching the poetry component of a Tai Chi & Poetry 
week at Cortijo Romero. Then, just last year, she started 
up again. She was a welcome attendee at Pushing 
Hands UK inaugural event & took up Chen style - too 

being a tai chi student again. She relayed to me some 

very amusing moments 
when it dawned upon 
other class attendees 
that she had started 
before they were born. 
Even after 35 years of 
Tai Chi Linda knew how 
to be a student of the 
art, to further her skills & 
broaden her horizons.

The last weekend I 
stayed with Linda was 
a kind of archetype. We 
went to the movies twice, 
ate in & out, took in the Manchester Art Gallery, 
went shopping for technical stuff, practised Tai 
Chi together, talked all the while, friends from afar 
showed up for a visit, Linda stayed up until 4.00 am 
working on poems & writing emails. On that visit we 
didn!t visit her children & grandchildren - but that 
would have been normal too.

Her funeral was conducted by her ex-husband, 
children & best friend - it was very heartfelt. The 
reception afterwards was held in her beautiful 
garden in it!s prime spring condition - she was proud 
of her garden & liked to host events there. During 

gathering. Family, friends, "her! women!s group, her 
colleagues from charity work, poets, publishers, Tai 
chi pals, students, actors & musicians. She would 
truly loved to have been there.

Ever glad to meet a new person, always eager in a 
project, open, communicative & caring, very caring. 
There!s a big gap in our community now but it will 
serve to remind us how much to miss her.
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It!s been hard to recognise that Linda really is 
no longer with us, particularly as I no longer 
live in Manchester and therefore recently only 
managed to meet annually. The impact of her 
loss is almost ethereal and, as a result, I can 
easily forget that fact.

I was among Linda!s earliest group of students, 
1980 I think. I also accompanied her at her old 
folks! sessions in the hospital. I still practise Tai 
Chi daily.

Linda was the most charismatic teacher I have 
ever experienced. She led us patiently, with 
calm but enthusiastic authority; her sessions 

were full of concern, compassion and also laughter. As she corrected 
minor details each and every one of us felt carefully guided and of 
importance to her, as did the whole group.

She was there to support us in the process of learning, with no grasping/
driving pressure. She created an atmosphere whereby it felt fully safe and 
unthreatening to put ourselves into her hands, where every small step 
forward was an achievement, and cause for hope and joy..
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